
Dean Martin, I appreciate your overstating my role, but we wouldn’t be here without your 

personal support and the help of your staff.  And thank you to the several faculty and staff 

from the English Department who put this Bicentennial Poetry Symposium together.   

I feel as if I’m in a bit of a time-warp, as the last time I was in this Ballroom I was 

dancing the two-step to Motown tunes down on the floor at an Ann Arbor High School 

Prom with 800 friends from the Class of ’62 (including with my co-author and poet for 

our new book just released this week, Marty Buhr Grimes.) Fifty-five years later the view 

from way up here from this podium on stage appears a much more daunting high-wire 

act.  No worries though: if I stumble and fall today, we have gathered several better story-

tellers, many great poets and more poems that will lift us all up.      

This first panel will cover “Then,” more particularly the history of Robert Frost, 

President Burton and Avery Hopwood at Michigan. 

After lunch, the Second Panel includes three long-time members of the Michigan 

family with just as long perspectives on the poetry of several of Michigan’s greatest poets 

from the “Middle Years.” 

The afternoon will conclude with “Now,” and three of the great contemporary 

Michigan poets saying their poems. 

So, let us begin with our panel, way back “Then.”  I will offer a history of 

President Burton and Robert Frost at Michigan from 1921-26.   

Donald Sheehy will follow.  He has been one of the greatest scholars of Frost for 

forty years and is the lead editor of the Robert Frost Letters, Volumes 1 and 2 through 

1928 published, and Volume 3 through 1938 in the works.   Professor Sheehy will share 

the larger public commentary within which the Burton-Frost partnership sought to make a 

place for creative artists in higher education.  

I will return to introduce a 10-minute documentary showing Robert Frost’s final 

appearances: on the nation biggest stage the Capitol in Washington, D.C. in 1961; and at 

Hill Auditorium and Michigan’s Big House in 1962.  

Nicholas Delbanco will bat clean-up.  He is the author of 29 extraordinary books 

and counting, including 12 terrific novels. He also served as my first tutor and critic a 



decade ago to help me write better, as he has so many thousands of others.  The 

Distinguished Emeritus Robert Frost Professor of English expanded creative writing and 

directed the Hopwood Program here for three decades. He will share his story of Avery 

Hopwood.   

Don’t be surprised if each of us reads a Frost poem or two along the way. And we 

will reserve time for questions at the end.    


