
 
It’s my pleasure to welcome you to “Poets at Michigan Then and Now.”   
 
The vision for today’s program originated with a dear friend of the College - Paul Dimond.  Paul 
came to me with the idea of honoring the work of Robert Frost who spent some of his most 
formative years at the University of Michigan -- years you will be learning more about 
today.  Today’s symposium was intentionally timed to coincide with the University’s bicentennial 
and with the lighting of the carillon of the Burton Tower, a memorial to President Marion Leroy 
Burton who bet on Frost being a creative fellow and an example of exemplary UM leadership. 
He was right.  Paul’s interest in this project was ignited by his own research into Frost. He’s just 
finished his own book - The Belle of Two Arbors - that intertwines the relationship of the main 
character - Belle -  with three of the greatest 20th century poets -- Auden, Roethke, and … 
Frost.  This historical novel, told in the context of dramatic events at the University of Michigan, 
is certain to become an important part of Michigan’s literary fabric.  
 
I’m also grateful for the leadership of Larry Goldstein, Professor of English Language and 
Literature whose work here has focused on, among other things poetry and the representation 
of cities as literary subjects; and Keith Taylor, also of the English Department who, in addition 
to teaching, is the Coordinator for Undergraduate Creative Writing and Director of the Bear 
Rivers Writers Conference.  Both Larry and Keith helped bring this project to life.  I’d also like to 
recognize Cody Walker, who taught a course by the same name this semester and put together 
a terrific visual exhibit from Michigan’s wealth of archives that is on display in the North 
Entrance to Hatcher.  Special thanks also go to Jessica Greer, Donna Begley and Patti Claydon 
for providing support to make this day happen. 
 
Thank you all for coming. And now I’d like to turn the program over to Paul. 
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